
 
 
 
 

Asian Americans Support Councilperson Monica Montgomery  
for San Diego City Council President 

 
Councilperson Monica Montgomery Steppe for San Diego City Council President!  We 
are rooting for the one person we know who can do this job with justice in their heart 
and mind - and that’s Councilperson Monica Montgomery Steppe!  As Asian Americans 
who  believe every person has a right to be treated with care and dignity, we push for 
people to be in these positions who will instill these values with a progressive approach. 
We strive for this not just for the sole purpose of an Asian American agenda but for the 
consideration of all people who are most impacted. We know that it is through a unified 
front with Black, Brown, Indigenous peoples and communities of color that we can begin 
the movement-building work which is necessary to create a more just San Diego.  We 
know that it is our duty to advance critical thinkers into these seats as one part of the 
work that we, as everyday people, must do to continue to create the world we aspire to 
build.  We believe that this advocacy for Councilperson Monica Montgomery Steppe 
brings us closer to the liberatory goals we continue to press for.  
 
Councilperson Monica Montgomery has a genuine connection with the San Diego 
community. Over the past two years she has listened to the community, supporting and 
prioritizing the concerns and feedback from the community. When San Diegans voiced 
their dislike of the use of Smart Streetlights, because of privacy infringement, 
Councilperson Monica Montgomery Steppe heard the feedback and took action by 
supporting the TRUST SD anti-surveillance plan. She emphasized the importance of 
listening to the community by stating, ”Every decision that we make, in this moment, will 
either build trust with the community or tear it down.” Furthermore, Councilperson 
Monica Montgomery Steppe understands that her work is a “marathon and not a sprint” 
as she remains committed to changing the current systems in place. After a virtual 
“healing” town hall she held back in June, she shared her strong beliefs in diverting 
funds to adequately serve community members such as programs for mental health and 
more. In an interview with KPBS, she shared, “the community deserves a plan, they 
deserve a vote backed up with substance.” Moreover, as her vision for the San Diego 
Office of Race and Equity moves forward she pursues onward with such strong 
conviction, “we will bring a strong foundation in regards with race and equity.” 
 
Additionally, Councilperson Monica Montgomery Steppe continues to be a strong ally 
and advocate for Asian communities in San Diego. Councilperson Monica Montgomery 



Steppe spoke at Asian Solidarity Collective's "Shaking the Foundation" event in support 
of Proposition 16 (affirmative action) and remarked how Asian, Black, Indigenous, and 
Brown folks must collaborate to affect change in our San Diego communities. She 
stated, “The system has time and time again pitted us against each other, as Black, 
Brown, API, and Indigenous folks...we have [much work] to do within our state of 
California that is seen as a progressive state. We can not do it [the work] without each 
other.” Asian communities must join together with Black, Brown, Indigenous, and POC 
communities to progress our issues forward to create a liberated world. Together, we 
can demonstrate how we can be in solidarity, uplifting our issues and advocating for our 
communities.  
 
In addition to her work in District 4 and the broader community, Councilperson Monica 
Montgomery Steppe has repeatedly worked with and shown up for Asian communities. 
She supported the building of Bay Terrace senior center, which serves Asian 
communities in southeast San Diego. When COVID-19 hit and anti-Asian hate crimes 
were on the rise, Councilperson Monica Montgomery Steppe collaborated with the San 
Diego API Coalition to pass the STOP AAPI Hate resolution. She emphasized that the 
STOP AAPI Hate resolution was a way for SD to address hate crimes and 
discrimination against Asian Americans and "It is also an opportunity for us to bring 
them out, to root out the racism, to bring them up to the forefront so that we can address 
them as a community.” Even though anti-Asian hate crimes do not directly impact 
Councilperson Monica Montgomery Steppe, by supporting the STOP AAPI Hate 
resolution she is in solidarity with San Diego Asian communities, promoting the issues 
which most deeply impact us.  
 
San Diego Asian Communities need a Councilmember who is open to hearing our 
concerns, and is accountable to and transparent with the community. Councilperson 
Monica Montgomery Steppe has shown she is that Councilmember by holding 
community meetings to discuss issues and listen to our concerns. Councilperson 
Monica Montgomery Steppe has political courage and will to advocate for our issues. 
We will continue to hold her accountable while we push for projects and policies to 
better not only our own Asian communities, but all communities, especially those most 
impacted, as we understand, “we must get there together.” 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
APICA (Asian Pacific Islander Community Actions), Asian Solidarity Collective,  
Filipino American Chamber of Commerce of San Diego County,  
KAMP (Kuya Ate Mentorship Program SD), Made In Paradise Hills,  



National Association of Asian American Professionals,  
National Federation of Filipino American Associations (NaFFAA), 
SALON, UniPro San Diego 
 


